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SUBJECT: VATICAN ATTITUDE TOWARD CROWN OF ST. STEPHEN 

1 . DURING THE APRIL VISIT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN 
TO BUDAPEST, THE HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT AGAIN RAISED THE 
ISSUE OF OUR CONTINUED RETENTION OE THE CROWN OF ST. 

STEPHEN. IN ADDITION, AN INITIATIVE TO RETURN THE CROWN 
HAS DEVELOPED WITHIN THE CONGRESS, LED BY CONGRESSMAN 
VANIK. AS PART OF OUR REVIEW OF SIGNIFICANT ISSUES IN 
US-EE RELATIONS, WE ARE STUDYING THE CROWN QUESTION. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 108418 

2. WE NOTE THAT IN 1945 AND 1946 THE VATICAN REQUESTED US 
TO CONSIGN THE CROWN TO THE HOLY SEE FOR SAFEKEEPING. OUR 
VIEW AT THAT TIME WAS THAT THE FINAL DISPOSITION OF THE 
CROWN SHOULD BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WISHES OF THE HUN- 
GARIAN GOVERNMENT. THE HUNGARIAN PRIME MINISTER STATED 
THAT THE CROWN'S RETURN AT THAT TIME WOULD BE INOPPORTUNE 
AND THAT THE UNITED STATES SHOULD CONTINUE TO SAFEGUARD IT. 
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3. DURING JULY 1972 MEETING SECRETARY ROGERS ASKED THE 
POPE'S ATTITUDE ABOUT TRANSEER OE THE CROWN TO VATICAN 
CUSTODY AND OBTAINED A NEGATIVE REACTION. 

4. AT THIS TIME AND AS PART OF OUR STUDY OP THE CROWN, 

WE WISH YOU TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THE VATICAN'S ATTITUDE 
TOWARD THE CROWN AND ITS RETURN MIGHT HAVE EVOLVED, 
PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OP POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS WHICH 
HAVE OCCURED IN RECENT YEARS WITHIN HUNGARY AND THE 
IMPROVEMENT WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE IN VATICAN-GOH RELA- 
TIONS. IP SO, WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHETHER THE VATICAN 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO CONVEY WORD IN SOME FASHION TO 
INTERESTED PARTIES IN THE UNITED STATES THAT IT PAVORED, 

OR WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION, TO RETURN OP THE CROWN TO 
HUNGARY. 

5. CARDINAL LEKAI HAS TOLD OUR CHARGE IN BUDAPEST THAT 
THE CHURCH IN HUNGARY WOULD WELCOME RETURN. WHAT EPFECT 
DOES THE VATICAN BELIEVE RETURN OF THE CROWN WOULD HAVE 
ON VATICAN-HUNGARIAN RELATIONS AND CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
IN HUNGARY? CHRISTOPHER 
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